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SUBJECT: FIJI'S PRIME MINISTER TAKES INITIATIVE IN GENERAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

REF: SUVA 1054 

1 . THE PM, RATU SIR KAMISESE MARA, HAS REACTED TO REPEATED 
ACCUSATIONS MADE BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, SIDKDIQ KOYA, 
THAT MARA DEFIED DEMOCRACY BY ACCEPTING THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL'S REQUEST TO FORM A MINORITY GOVERNMENT AFTER 

THE APRIL ELECTIONS. 

2. IN A SOMEWHAT STARTLING SEPTEMBER 5 INTERVIEW WITH 
FIJI TIMES CHIEF REPORTER, THE PM STATED HE HAS LITTLE 
DOUBT THAT HIS ALLIANCE PARTY WILL BE BACK IN POWER AS A 
MAJORITY. HOWEVER, HE STATED: 

A. HE WOULD FEEL OBLIGED TKO STEP DOWN AS PM AND AS 
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ALLIANCE LEADER IF THE OPPOSITION LEADER OF THE NFP, 

MR. KOYA, KEEPS HIS SEAT IN PARLIAMENT AND REMAINS AS 
LEADER OF NFP. 

B. THE PM INDICATED HE WOULD BE ABLE TO WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH 
THE NARAYNA-REMARAKHA FACTION OF THE NFP ANDBF.T JF.VF.S FIRM STABLE 
GOVERNMENT TO BE THE MAIN ISSUE OF THE CAMPAIGN AS OPPOSED TO 
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RACIAL AGITATION IN AMULTI-RACIAL SOCIETY. "I HAVE ALWAYS 
ADVOCATED COALITION GOVERNMENT AS THE RIGHT FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
FOR A MULTI-RACIAL SOCIETY. UNFORTNATELY SUCH COALITIONS MUST 
BE EFFECTED BY PEOPLE OF LIKE MINDS ADHERING TO LIKE PRINCIPLES. 

MR. KOYA AND MYSELF ARE NOT PEOPLE OF LIKE MINDS AND HAVE 
DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES." (THE CONSTITUION OF Fill REQUIRES 
THAT THE PRIMEMIN AND LEADER OF OPPOSITION CONFER ON CERTAIN 
MATTERS.) 

3. A WEEKEND SPEECH BY THE PM STRESSED THAT INTEGRATION 
ITSELF HAS NEVER BEEN THE ANSWER TO THE RACIAL DIVISIONS 
IN FUI. HE CHALLENGED THE NFP TO NAME ONE COUNTRY IN WHICH 
INDIANS HAVE INTEGRATED WITH OTHER RACES. AS THE ALLIANCE'S 
LEADER SINCE 1965. HE COULD SAY THAT "IF IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR 
IT (THE PARTY) TO HAVE SCRAPPED RACIAL DIVISIONS IT WOULD HAVE 
DONE SO . . BUT CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SUCH IN FIJI FROM THEN 
UNTIL TODAY THAT IT MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO GET TO THE GRASS ROOTS 
UNLESS YOU HAVE THE PEOPLE WITH ASPIRATIONS VOICING THEIR OWN 
VIEWS IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE IN THE BACKGROUND OF THEIR OWN 
CULTURE." 

HASELTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRIME MINISTER, ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, NATIONAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SUVA01057 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770321-0743 
Format: TEL 
From: SUVA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770993/aaaadawc.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f950034d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SUVA 1054 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1373329 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FIJIYS PRIME MINISTER TAKES INITIATIVE IN GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, FJ, (MARA, KAMISESE RATU SIR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f950034d-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



